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Welcome to Monkton
Blueprints for the future
In 2016, we conducted a wide ranging review of Monkton’s strategy for the 
future, consulting with staff, pupils, parents and governors. Monkton is a School 
that knows who it is and remains committed to being a smaller school, boarding 
by ethos and focused on the success of every individual. We achieve results 
because we know all of the children in our care and we help them to learn about 
themselves as they grow and find ever greater successes.

Across the board, when discussing our estate, we were agreed that the last 
ten years has seen us build many new facilities from Maths and Science, to Art 
and DT, from Music at the Senior School to the Astro with the best view in the 
country at the Prep School and of course the purpose-built Pre-Prep School at 
the Combe Down site. This brought everyone to the view that the coming years 
should be focused on refurbishment of the great spaces we have got and looking 
to celebrate and maximise the benefit of the beautiful site which can otherwise 
pass us by.

This booklet looks to set out the estates vision for the School, from the 
architect’s desk, as it were, to share our aspirations and define the areas we have 
identified for investment. It is exciting to think how much we could transform 
our landscape in the coming years, both inside and outside. These projects are 
all still in very early stages so I hope you will enjoy reading about them but also 
encourage you to let your imagination run wild - your ideas are welcome as we 
work up any of these projects. Consultation doesn’t end with this document, it 
begins here.

Chris Wheeler
Principal



Our Vision
Monkton inspires young people to become confident, kind and ambitious adults who live fulfilling lives.

Our Mission
Monkton thinks differently. We start with a proactive pastoral environment to develop academically 
strong enthusiastic learners within a living Christian ethos.

Our Values
Confidence, Integrity, Humility, Service

Key Strategic Aim
To define and deliver Monkton as a leading boarding and day school at all levels, regionally, nationally 
and internationally. Our Vision and Mission will be supported by sector leading educational thinking, an 
entrepreneurial business approach and a world class site.
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What does our vision 
mean for Monkton?
l  A community committed to working together, empowered by its growth 

mindset, consistently evaluating and re-evaluating progress, acknowledging 
failure, celebrating success, setting new targets and constantly improving.

l  Market leading pastoral care, maintaining our role developing the cutting edge 
of pastorally led Christian education and ensuring our children learn in a safe, 
well protected environment.

l  Academic development underpinned by self knowledge and learning   
principles that aim for high achieving individuals judged against their own 
abilities.

l  A co-curricular programme which offers both breadth and quality of  
achievement, enhancing individual strengths and developing specialist 
achievements.

l  Strong use of technology for learning, pioneering a sector-leading approach 
to access, screen time and filtering issues, encouraging thoughtful decisions 
and a healthy relationship with technology.

l  An ambitious plan to deliver high quality facilities for pupils, exemplary 
learning spaces and a programme of investment in existing facilities to 
upgrade and grow our boarding provision.
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What have we built 
at Monkton so far?
An inspiring space for Maths and Science
In 2008, Monkton opened the AC Maths and Science Centre with light, bright 
labs and the integration of STEM subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) with one another, which has resulted in regular outflows of nearly 
10% of pupils going to Oxbridge to study STEM subjects.

A state-of-the-art ‘all-weather’ Astro at the Prep School
Opened in 2009 this provided the Prep School with one and a half hockey 
pitches, located in one of the most stunning areas of the site overlooking the 
beautiful Midford Valley.

A new Music Department at the Senior School
Monkton’s Music Department was re-opened in June 2012 with the addition of 
the Bowerman Hall, a 100-seat recital hall designed with acoustics as the priority. 
This beautiful space, along with a teaching room fitted with the latest composing 
software, a suite of Recording Studios, Drum Room and 12 practice rooms has 
transformed our music provision, offering the full range of opportunities for 
pupils to come and explore the joys of making music, and placing music at the 
cultural heart of the School.
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What have we built 
at Monkton so far?
New Boathouse at Saltford
Completed in 2014, the new boathouse situated at Saltford’s rowing centre, in 
partnership with the University of Bristol, provides Monkton Combe School Boat 
Club with changing rooms, a gym and a clubroom where pupils could work in 
between sessions, as well as offering greater space to store some of Monkton’s 
fleet. The improved facility has already supported Monkton to return to Henley 
and GB representation.

An updated Art and Design Technology building
As part of the School’s vision for the Arts across Monkton at all ages, 2016 saw 
the opening of the extended and rededicated Basson Art and Design Technology 
Centre to create a thriving space where pupils and teachers alike are inspired by 
their working environment. Pupils benefit from their own individual studio space 
in the light and open planned building.

A new Pre-Prep
2016 also saw the opening of a new purpose-built Pre-Prep building to provide 
an inspiring, vibrant and nurturing environment in which our youngest children 
can learn, explore and discover. Having a Pre-Prep which sits alongside the  
Prep School has created closer links between the two, supporting our whole 
School ethos.
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What have we improved 
at Monkton so far?
 Boarding house refurbishments
Boarding sits at the very centre of our ethos. Monkton boarding houses are 
spaces which, unusually, both day and boarding pupils see as home. These are 
communities where a strong work ethic, opportunities to socialise and develop 
interpersonal skills create life long friendships.

In recognition of the part which boarding plays at Monkton, a multi-million pound 
refurbishment programme has been launched which has already seen significant 
improvements made in the boarding houses and other social spaces for our 
pupils, based on the philosophy of ‘showstopping’ communal spaces, redesigned, 
modern bathroom spaces and light airy functional bedrooms.

The highlights include:

l  The creation of a new Senior School girls’ boarding house, ‘Grange’, to reflect 
a growth in the number of girls.

l  The refurbishment of ‘School’ boarding house bringing outstanding new 
communal spaces for pupils and additional bedrooms.

 
l  Significant improvement of ‘Hatton House’ at Monkton Prep School with 

bright new bedrooms and living spaces for our younger boarders.

l  The refurbishment of the Pearce Centre for Sixth Form Students at Monkton 
Senior School, creating a new comfortable space of their own for our eldest 
pupils to relax and socialise.
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What’s next? 
A vision for the Arts
Combe Down site
The creation of a brand new Pre-Prep school building in 2016 has helped bring 
our youngest pupils closer to the resources and the activities of the Prep School. 
This has had a hugely positive impact on teaching and learning opportunities for 
our pupils as well as creating a unified vision for Monkton. 

Our next step is to create a new space for both the Prep and Pre-Prep pupils at 
the heart of the site which will help us deliver our vision for the Arts. A complete 
refurbishment of the Law building will include improved theatre facilities with a 
high quality performance space, foyer and reception as well as bespoke areas for 
music and drama.

In addition to the improved learning spaces there will be a new dining space 
overlooking the school grounds and the countryside beyond and landscaped 
seating areas which complement Hatton House.

Monkton Combe site
We plan to revitalise our drama spaces with a complete refurbishment of the 
Assembly Hall, to enhance and increase seating capacity, as well as provide 
state-of-the-art technical support. This will allow our students to further explore 
their dramatic skills, give them opportunities to experience theatre in many forms 
and enhance the experience of drama at Monkton for audiences.

An enhanced performance space will allow for even greater collaboration 
between pupils and adults to develop technical expertise and deliver cutting 
edge productions, whilst a new studio space for rehearsals and practical lessons 
will ensure an ever richer pupil experience in the dramatic arts.
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What’s next? 
Outstanding learning spaces
Combe Down site
As well as delivering the new vision for the Arts, the refurbishment of Law, 
alongside a major refurbishment of the Morris building, will greatly improve our 
learning spaces.

The plan will bring together significantly enhanced classrooms and indoor 
sports facilities as well as creating a stronger central focus for the Prep School.

Monkton Combe site
We aim to create an academic quad in the heart of the School with a new 
academic building in the space currently occupied by the Kearns building 
(Bursary).

This new three storey building will bring together the Geography, Modern 
Foreign Languages, History, Psychology and Religious Studies departments, 
create a home for an IT rich Learning Resources Centre and create new learning 
and breakout spaces.

This will allow us to transform the exisiting ‘Hockey Block’ building into a 
specifically purposed Sixth Form Centre freeing up other areas in the School 
for additional social spaces for Years 9 to 11. This will include a space for pupils 
to work, study and socialise and will incorporate café style facilities to create 
a university self-study feel. There will also be ‘outdoor classroom’ space and 
seminar spaces which can be accessed by the rest of the School.
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What’s next? 
Celebrating our landscape
The Senior School sits in the Midford Valley on the southern facing hill leading up to 
Combe Down where the Prep and Pre-Prep Schools have views across the Somerset 
countryside. The School is pastoral in so many senses and not least in our relationship 
with our surroundings. 

Since 2016 the school has re-opened the heart of the Senior School with the creation 
of ‘D’s Lawn’ for croquet on the site of the former outdoor swimming pool, removing 
outdated and tired buildings. In January 2019 a new parking facility on ‘Governor’s Field’ 
at the Senior School was opened with well designed traffic flow and pedestrian walkways. 

We are now planning to work with our landscape in the following ways:

l  The transformation of the Central and West quads at the Senior School with new 
lawns and paths, allowing for better social spaces, safer pedestrian traffic flow and the 
chance for a moment of peace, reflecting developments across the site to celebrate our 
rural location.

l  New adventure playground areas at the Combe Down site (MPS and MPP) to 
encourage adventurous learning through play for our younger children, complementing 
and enhancing the school environment.

l  A simple equestrian facility where young people can learn to ride, look after horses, 
and grow their understanding of themselves and others. An equine therapy facility 
within the centre would build on the School’s pastoral outreach programme to support 
local schools, community groups and vulnerable people in the Bath and Somerset area 
as well as enhancing our own pastoral provision pioneering this cutting edge approach.

l  Making the most of our outstanding landscape by creating stronger entrances which 
allow greater access to the stunning views at Hatton House and Longmead.
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Enhanced new classrooms 
and learning spaces

New shared space for Prep and Pre-Prep and refurbished Law building

Combe Down Site



Monkton Combe Site

New sixth 
form centre

New vision for
independent 
learning 

Vision forthe artsRelandscaped 
quads



www.monktoncombeschool.com

Pre-Prep
Combe Down, Bath BA2 7ET
E: mppadmissions@monkton.org.uk
Tel: 01225 833158

Prep School
Combe Down, Bath BA2 7ET
E: mpsadmissions@monkton.org.uk
Tel: 01225 837912

Senior School
Monkton Combe, Bath BA2 7HG
E: admissions@monkton.org.uk
Tel: 01225 721133


